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This work,  the so-called ‘Winter  Wind’  Étude is the true successor  and paral lel  to
the Op.10 No.12 ‘Revolutionary’  Étude,  though in this work,  the functions of  the
hands are inverted.  The left  hand  has the sti rring  march-like theme,  its dotted
rhythms being a constant  reminder  of  Op.10 No.12, whilst  the right-hand  sweeps
across the keyboard  to create a dramatic counterpoint  to the main theme, and like
Op.10 No.12, is so much more than just a mere accompaniment.

There is no easy way to learn this piece, except to start  at the beginning at half  speed
and learn  each 8 bar  phrase thoroughly, but  initially without  any dynamics – just
plain  forte. The fingering is extremely important  in the right-hand figuration,  and
in similar  fashion to Op.10 No.1, will  feel  extremely uncomfortable, particularly  in
the central  section of  the work.  The modulations within the right-hand  figuration
will  also require a great  deal  of  practice so that  they  are totally  seamless. There
must  be no hesitations or  variations in tempo at  any point  within this work  – and
this is not easy given that  the volume is, with only two exceptions (bar  44-45 and 64),
forte or  fortissimo throughout.  The sustaining pedal  must be used in this work, but
it requi res a very fine technique and must  only be used where marked in the score.
The  right-hand  arpeggios/chromatics  must  be  clearly  defined  and  in  no  way
smudged or  blurred,  yet the left-hand  theme must  resonate against  the right-hand
figuration – not an easy task.

You will need a great  deal  of physical  stamina to play this work  (also No.10 and 12);
Chopin makes no allowances for human frailty and limitations, and this work is just
about  as punishing as anything he ever wrote. It’ s interesting also to note that  apart
from the slow études, this work is also the longest – a full  50 seconds longer than
Op.10 No.12. Little wonders it is so difficult!


